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Key Recommendations 

 

ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) at RIS jointly with the Asian Confluence (AC) 

organised a much-needed webinar titled “ASEAN-India: Coping with COVID-19 

Challenges and Way Forward” through online video conferencing on 12 May 

2020. Panelists were from prominent think-tanks of ASEAN member states. All 

ASEAN member states were well represented at this webinar. About 60 

participants attended, viewed the webinar discussion and took part in the Q&A 

session. Ambassador Mohan Kumar, Chairman, RIS delivered the Special 

Remarks and chaired the webinar. Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Director of Asian 

Confluence gave the Welcome Remarks. Dr. Prabir De, Professor, RIS and 

Coordinator, ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) delivered the Opening Remarks. Mr. 

Sabyasachi Dutta extended the Vote of Thanks at the end. The major 

recommendations are as follows:  

 

Dr. Mohan Kumar, Chairman, Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi 

 

• Coronavirus has taken over our normal lives and posed a serious challenge. 

ASEAN and India can cooperate and share their best practices to fight against 

the COVID-19.  

• India and ASEAN countries shall jointly address the COVID-19 impacts, which 

would help strengthen the future relations between them.   

• Think-tanks of ASEAN and India should come forward to do joint research and 

come out with an appropriate policy plan.  

• ASEAN and India have to find a way to safeguard multilateralism.  

• India may look for a different arrangement with China by following the 

differential tariff rate for China in the RCEP.   

• Despite ASEAN-India FTA, India has been experiencing a trade deficit with 

several ASEAN countries. Therefore, ASEAN must address the Non-Tariff 

Barriers and regulatory obstacles faced by India in ASEAN market.  

 

Dr Amin Abdul Aziz, Senior Professor, Institute of Policy Studies, Universiti 

Brunei Darussalam, Brunei 
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• ASEAN and India should promote investment in education technology and 

enhance digital connectivity to facilitate education and work from home in the 

new normal scenario.  

• ASEAN and India shall create further awareness for the sustainable 

environment and better quality of living in post-COVID-19. 

• India should further enhance its engagement with ASEAN countries for peace 

and prosperity of the region.  

 

Amb. Pou Sothirak, Executive Director, Cambodia Institute of Cooperation & 

Peace (CICP), Cambodia 

 

• ASEAN and India should initiate a Joint Statement or a Declaration on India-

ASEAN COVID-19 Response to reaffirm the commitments to enhance their 

strategic cooperation and mutual support to stop the spread of COVID-19 and 

strengthen joint efforts toward post-pandemic recovery. 

• India should focus on providing assistance to ASEAN member states, especially 

developing countries, to revitalize their constrained public health care system 

and address the capacity and efficacy of the health care sector so as to better 

prepare them to withstand the impacts of COVID-19 and future epidemic. 

There is urgent need of assistance in the preventive measures that can lead to 

more testing, thereby stopping the spread of the virus. 

• Since COVID-19 has become a new fertile ground for major powers to settle 

their differences, a new normal of anti-globalization anti-multilateralism is 

expected to gain firm ground post-pandemic. In such an unfolding situation, 

ASEAN and India should assess properly the political-security ramification and 

stand prepared to work closely together to rectify any negative impacts that 

might affect their existing excellent relations. 
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Dr Yose Rizal Damuri, Professor and Head, Centre for Strategic and 

International Studies (CSIS), Indonesia 

 

• ASEAN and India should work together to deal with immediate impacts of 

COVID-19 and address the macroeconomic situation to stabilize the economies 

by engaging in initiatives like Chiang Mai Initiative (multilateral currency swap 

arrangement). India may consider joining the CMI at this particular time when 

currency swapping is an important step to facilitate trade and investment. 

• Given that most of the countries are leaning towards protectionism, ASEAN 

and India should not accede to it, but promote and strengthen the trade and 

economic relationship.  

• The next phase of ASEAN-India cooperation shall focus on strengthening the 

digital connectivity, where e-learning, e-commerce, on-line meetings and 

official interaction in the virtual platform, etc. are going to be the new normal.   

 

Dr Tin Htoo Naing, Vice-chairman, Myanmar Economic Association (MEA), 

Myanmar  

• There is an urgent need to step up the ASEAN-India cooperation for the MSME 

sector. 

• ASEAN and India should encourage and support the private sector by providing 

stimulus packages for reviving and engaging in trade.  

• ASEAN and India should promote investment in digital technology such as e-

learning to fight against COVID-19. 

 

Dr Shankaran Nambiar, Senior Research Fellow, Myanmar Institute of 

Economic Research (MIER), Malaysia 

 

• COVID-19 challenges have brought together ASEAN and India. Challenges are 

the same and so also responsibilities. Malaysia has suffered heavy health and 

economic losses till date.  

• India should be more active in ASEAN through its presence through dealing 

with the COVID-19 challenges.  

• COVID-19 has also generated new opportunities of cooperation in the areas of 

healthcare, pharmaceuticals, education, etc.   
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Dr Phouphet Kyophilavong, Associate Professor and Vice-Dean, Faculty of 

Economics and Business Management, National University of Laos, Lao PDR 

 

• ASEAN and India should revisit the existing global value chain networks and 

must find a way to distribute and strengthen the network for sustainable trade. 

• India should cooperate and join the RCEP to promote trade with ASEAN and 

ASEAN plus countries. 

• Given India’s strength in digital technology, ASEAN countries should work 

closely with India in the area of digital connectivity to cope up with the demand 

in new normal. A Task Force or High-Powered Committee may be set up to 

take forward the agenda.  

 

Dr Carlos Tabunda Jr., Director, ASEAN Studies Centre, New Era University 

(NEU), The Philippines 

 

• ASEAN and India should enhance deeper collaboration between public and 

private sectors’ engagements to deal with the non-traditional security threats.  

• India may consider providing medical assistance to fight against the pandemic 

in some of the ASEAN countries.  

• Health ministers of ASEAN and India should meet regularly to provide 

collective assistance for slowing down and halting the pandemic upraise. 

• This time is an opportunity to further advancement of ASEAN-India relations 

by strengthening pandemic resilience, bringing socio-economic stability, 

generating employment and ensuring livelihood. A new regional mechanism 

must be designed and implemented by ASEAN and India. 

 

Dr. Jayant Menon, Visiting Senior Fellow, Institute of South East Asian 

Studies (ISEAS), Singapore 

 

• ASEAN and India can learn from each other to control the spread of COVID-19 

virus. Singapore is following the model based on the 3Ts (test, trace and treat), 

which can be followed in other countries as well. 
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• India should reconsider the position and join Regional Comprehensive for 

Economic Partnership (RCEP) to work along with ASEAN and ASEAN plus 

countries in order to promote trade and economic development in the region.  

• Lockdown may not work well all the time. Countries have to adopt a realistic 

approach to save the economies from unfolding economic crisis.  

 

Dr Suthiphand Chirathivat, Professor Emeritus, Chulalongkorn University, 

Thailand 

 

• Thailand in ASEAN has managed the spread of Coronavirus quite well. Besides 

a national stimulus package, Thailand has also extended health assistance to 

ASEAN member states.  

• ASEAN and India must protect multilateralism. A strong multilateralism is 

needed for regionalism to work effectively.  

• ASEAN and India shall work closely to strengthen the value chain linkages.  

• ASEAN and India should take forward the Indo-Pacific initiative.  

 

Dr Nguyen Huy Hoang, Associate Professor, and Dy. Director, Institute of 

South East Asian Studies (ISEAS), Vietnam Academy of Social Science 

(VASS), Viet Nam 

 

• India should leverage the Indo-Pacific strategy and enhance the relation with 

ASEAN. 

• The value chain linkages with China are heavily disrupted. In this regard, India 

should leverage the opportunity and establish a production supply chain with 

ASEAN by strengthening both physical and digital connectivity. 

• ASEAN and India should exchange information on COVID-19 and promote 

joint research to fight against the pandemic. 

 

+++ 
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